How to Create a Bootable Windows XP Rescue Disk

Before we begin you will need the following items:

1. A CD Burner, blank CD's, and burning software ( i.e. Nero, CD Burner Pro XP).

2. A Copy of Windows XP with SP1 or SP2.  If you copy doesn't include these service packs built into them, you can download the latest service pack from Microsoft's download site.  The latest service pack for XP is 2.  Here is the link to the service pack:

http://www.softwarepatch.com/windows/xpsp2.html
3. A downloaded copy of Bart's PE.  You can download a copy from this link: http://www.majorgeeks.com/download4007.html
4. A downloaded copy of UBCD4Win.  You can download a copy from this link: http://www.ubcd4win.com/downloads.htm  There are two downloads, the program and the driver. Download the program one.  The "driver" download is meant for people that will use it on multiple systems or need driver support. Basically if you are going to use the CD on a system with a SCSI/SATA/RAID hard drive setup, you will need to download the "drivers" package. If your NIC adapter isn't recognized when you boot the CD, then you will need to download the "driver" package. 
Now let's get started building our Bootable rescue CD!

1. The first thing to do is to extract the downloaded copy of Bart's PE builder into a directory on your local drive.  I recommend creating a directory on the root of your c: drive called “pebuilder313.”  Keeping this directory on the root of your c: drive will keep the process more simple.

2. Next thing to do is to go into this directory and delete or rename the “plugin” directory. We are doing this because the UBCD4Win CD program will write a new “plugin” directory.

3. Now we will extract the UBCD4Win self extracting download file into our c:\pebuilder313 directory. When asked if you want to replace or overwrite your existing files, please select "Yes." 

4. If you downloaded the "driver" download and wish to include it then read the instructions in this step, if not skip to step 4. You need to set the path to extract the "driver" download file into the "drivers" folder, for example "c:\pebuilder313\drivers". After the file is extracted you should have several new folders in your "\drivers\net" and "\driver\scsiadapter" folders. 

5. Now we will copy our Windows XP CD with SP1/SP2 into a directory on your c: drive.  We will first create a folder called “XPCD” on the c: drive.  Next open up the drive with the Windows XP CD.  In Windows Explorer, select from the menu: Tools > Folder Options > View tab. Check that the [show hidden files and folders] radio button is selected and the [hide protected operating system files] is unchecked. Now copy the folders and files from your CD drive to that folder on your hard drive.  

6. Next we will have to “slipstream”  XP service pack 2 into our copied CD if it wasn't part of the the orginal cd.  Take your SP2 file and put it in a folder named "WinSP2" on your root directory of your harddrive. For example the path would be "C:\WinSP2." Use the "Run" command from the start menu to slipstream SP2. You will type "C:\WinSP2\ WindowsXP-KB835935-SP2-ENU.exe /integrate:c:\XPCD" This command will slipstream SP2.  You can also use a program called “AutoStreamer” to help with this process.  You can download a copy of this from: http://www.softpedia.com/get/Tweak/System-Tweak/Autostreamer.shtml
7. Now we will begin the process of creating our CD.

Building the UBCD4Win CD

1. Run the Bart's PE builder by going into the c:\pebuilder313 directory and double-clicking the “pebuilder.exe” file.

2. Read and accept the PE Builder License screen which will appear.

3. Next we are in the the main screen:
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4. On this screen we will need to modify a few options.  The “Source” needs to be directed to the folder where we copied our XP CD which is c:\XPCD.  Nothing needs to be placed in the “Custom”  field.  In the “Output” field is where we would like the files that PE Builder modifies, extracts, and creates is located.  You can leave the default of “BartPe” in this field. Make sure the “Create ISO image” box is checked and a filename is entered.  If one isn't entered then and ISO file will not be created.  In our case we can use c:\ubcd4windows\ubcd4win25.iso.  The path and file will be created if they do not exist. But remember that the filename must have an “iso” extension or it will not be created.

5. Now click “Build” and answer “Yes” to create directory screen.

6. This is an example of the build screen:
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 If you receive any errors you can check the forums by going here:

   http://www.ubcd4win.com/forum/ 

8. If everything goes well you should receive the finished screen:
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Success!  Now you can click the “Close” button, then “exit”, and burn the ISO file to a CD.   If you need help with burning an ISO file using CD Burner Pro XP then use this link:http://www.ubcd4win.com/howto.htm and scroll down to the section on “Burning the UBCD4Win ISO”.

10. Finally you can use this link to see a list of the tools and what they are for: http://www.ubcd4win.com/contents.htm

